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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED In this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . 13 This communication is responsive to 07/09/04 . 
2. 13 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-5.7-1 5 and 17-19 , 

3. 13 The drawings filed on 09/30/03 (Fta.l ,3)&07/09/04 (Flo. Z4-9) are accepted by the Examiner. 
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1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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International Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) n including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Reasons for Allowance 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The claims are 
allowable because the prior art fails to teach that the lower seat of the slidable hole punch has 
an elongated slot and the drill set is located between the upper seat and the lower seat as set 
forth in claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 1, Mori (5,463,922) teaches a sHdable hole punch including an 
upper seat having an elongated slide track and a slide member slidable along the slide track. 
Mori also teaches a lower seat which is in contact with one side of the upper seat and a drill 
set. Mori also teaches that the drill set includes at least one drill movable within a slot. Mori 
also teaches that the drill is pressed down when the slide member is slid in contact therewith. 
However, Mori does not teach that the lower seat has an elongated slot and the drill set is 
located between the upper seat and the lower seat as set forth in claim 1 . The lower seat in 
Mori has series of holes instead of an elongated slot and the drill set is not located within the 
upper and lower seats. 

While Oh (2003/0126967) teaches a punch device including a lower seat having an 
elongated slot and a set of drill located within the lower and an upper seat, Oh fails to teach a 
slide member that presses down the drill when it is slid in contact with the drill. In addition, 
Oh's lower seat with an elongated slot and a drill set locating between the lower and upper 
seats are not combinable with Mori's slidable hole punch. Because they are structurally very 
different and it would have not been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine these two different structures together without hindsight from applicant's 
disclosure. 
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While Semiler (2,481,883) teaches a punch apparatus including an upper seat, a 
lower seat having an elongated slot, and a set of drill located between the lower and the upper 
seat, Semiler' s punch apparatus is not combinable with Mori's slidable hole punch. Because 
they are structurally very different and it would have not been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine these two different structures together without major 
structural changes and hindsight from applicant's disclosure. 

None of these references by themselves or in combination with the other prior art 
cited teach the claimed invention set forth in claim 1, 

Any comments considered necessary by appUcant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the 
issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons 
for Allowance." 

Comment 

2. In view of amendments to the specification, claims, and the drawings (Figs, 2 and 4- 
9), the specification objection under 37 CFR 1.71, claims rejections under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 
first and second paragraphs, and the drawing objections are withdrawn. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not reUed upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Neilsen (3,987,695), Fukumoto (6,622,908), LaTourette (4,020,554), Houng 
(2002/0157517), and Mori (4,594,927) teach a punching machine. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ghassem Alie whose telephone number is (703) 305-4981. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Allan Shoap can be reached on (703) 305-1082. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for regular 
communications and (703) 872-9302 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 148. 



GA/ga 
October 28, 2004 



